
&?ysst.,rviigeK! 10, Nasby Park, Sweden 
Oct, 18, 1960. 

9r. Gerald Sheftan 
Dept of Surgery 

Dear Gerry, 

I received the program of the American Association f o r  the Surgery of Trauma 
a l i t t l e  over a month ago, read it over with great In t e re s t  and considerable 
pride, arid am only writing t o  you after the meeting has taken place. 
apologies , 

jur ies when a copy becomes available, 
d i rect  current coagulator method on any of these? 
tha t  t h i s  might be a prime place to  use it. 
of the abdomen, I have had an in te res t ing  experience here. An l&-yearcsld 
boy m8 run down while riding a motor-bike, and w88 brought t o  the Thoracic 
Clinic because of obvious chest in jur ies ,  including some broken r ibs ,  
thorax of a l i t e r  and a half, and cymosis, 
t o  be unconscious f o r  several hours. 
abdomen wa.8 s o f t  when he came i n  and sounds could be heard, elthough somewhat 
suppressed; but i n  a f e w  hours the abdomen becme board-like and t o t a l l y  
s i l en t ,  
Hospital, 
from trauma and with r ig id  s i l e n t  abdomens In  whom there appeared t o  be 
sound contrairidications t o  laparotomy, and that none of these had proved 
t o  have abdominal complications after a l l ,  
i gnor ing  the s igns  o f  r ig id i ty  anti si lence but taking frequent decubitus 
films, etc. The sounds grar?ually returned over the next three days, he 
f i n a l l y  healed h i s  assorted associated fral tures and went home well. 

of abdominal tram t o  determine bf some of thoee explored f o r  such in= 
dicptions as r i g i d i t y  and silence and found on exploration t o  have nothing 
major wrong i n  the abdomen, a l so  had massive hemothorax and assorted chest 
in jur ies ,  I suppose the boy here had serious enough in3ury to  the diaphragm 
t o  give him some blood i n  the be l ly ,  and that the signs observed might have 
been due t o  this.  

Did your paper on t i b i a l  fractures iriclude the figures from the Div, 
A Service too? You are cer ta in ly  i n  an admirable position to  resolve the 
arguments about optimal therapy i n  t h i s  em~up. What were the comments a t  
the meeting on both papers? 

Do you know i f  Ed Bmckney was made a member at t h i s  meeting? Be is 
a very capable person, and a personable one. 
along with me here i n  Stockholm this year. 

t r u s t  things have gone smoothly, 
major problems, i n  trauma, 
better are i n  prospect f o r  the Emergency Roma. 

and progmss is slow, 

say hello around the Dept f o r  me. 

Am embarrassed t o  rea l ize  how poor a corresyndent I r ea l ly  am, 

My 

I should be most interested t o  rezd i n  full your paper on l i v e r  in- 
Did you have occasion t o  use the 

It would seem t o  me 
In regard t o  simulated in ju r i e s  

herno- 
He a l so  had had enough concussion 

The in te res t ing  thing is that his 

I expressed the opinion that he would be explored i n  King8 County 
Senning said he had seen several cases of f a i r l y  massive hemothorax 

The boy i n  question was watched, 

I can't help wondering i f  i t  might be f r u i t f u l  t o  review your cases 

One of h i s  associates is working 

Have heard very l i t t l e  about the pogress of desegregation a t  KCH. 
I appreciate tha t  you have one of the 

Rumor has it  tha t  some real changes f o r  the 

I 

I h o p  it is true,  
I continue to  understand only a f rac t ion  of what I h e m  i n  Swedish, 

Eleanor joins me i n  sending regards t o  you and your good wife, 
It does, however, e x i s t ,  

Please 

Sine. I 


